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Of the BarTiZiD 


CHURCHES, 
Conſiſting of 


Mo peas SoLD1ERs, and others, 


VValking in Goſpell-Order at 
Leith , Edinburgh, and 
St. * Og 


2666 


EDINBURCH, 


Printed in the Tear 1655. 


To the ſober minded Reamztx. 


He ſerious Conſideration of the Reaſons rendered in the enſuing 4d... 
dreſe,for our preſent great neceſſity of declaring ſomething for our ſelves, 
In ſuch a ma:mer have likeWiſe prevailed With us to commit the ſame to 
phe 1're/ſe, that ſo it might rather be transferred to others by 6ur own hands, 
then by any other Way. | 
Wherefore , though it may eaſily be believed , that we can take no pleaſure to 
appear before the World in ſuch « publick, way upon ſuch an occiſion ; yet j.nce 
tbere  n0 other ordinary Expedient left us, we embrace this, That we may { not ſo 
much ſpeak for our ſelves, as for the juſt principles that we have made profe/ſi on 
of, (Wbich by ſeme are again called tn queſtion, though the ſame are already « © | 
0 the ſtage of the world, the Confeſſion of Faith often Printed by the Churches 
ef London , and once by us at Leith ) inWhich through prace we yet ſtand , 
and by which we mig't be better known,then by the unja(t and falſe deſcription of 
our Enemies ; Yet ſceing we find by ſad experience , that the hard ſpeeches and 
evill ſug geſtions of our Adverſaries doth meet With too much place in the hearts 
of others that profeſſe more acquaintance with the Lord . by Which the root of 
prejudice and bitterneſſe is ready to grow up in their ſpirits , to the Truths aiſe 
advantage; and well knowing , by though We our ſelves are never ſo low ) 
Yet innocencie may bave ſo much boldneſſe as to ſhew it ſelf in the ſtreets, to 
face and outface, ours and its Enemies ; it being that which we finde hath not 
been without a ef the Lords holy ones in caſes not much unlike ours, to 
make their juſt and lav ull defence + as in the caſe of Paul and others, As 21 
37. 40. 4nd Ch.24.10. We may alſo in the words of the ſame Apoſtle ſay,y.13. 
wt that with reſpett to the many aſperſions, calumntes , and diſgracefull charges 
Which evill men bave not ſtuck to faſten on 15. (either of au Antimapi/tratical! 
deſign or any other) they cannot prove the things whereof they accuſe us, 
&c. We therefore deſire thee, to-vouchſafe an impartiall eye upon this 0%9 pre= 
ſent undertaking , putting thy ſelf into our condition of reproach . and ve doubt 
not but thou wilt with us ſee good reaſon for this preſent torke ; bowever . we 
ſhall commit our cauſe to him that judgetb righteouſly « not ceaſtng to blejje, While 
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; enrſe, a | bit 6 þ 4 3 ( 
ward God und men; that What we bape-bere- tenderec. m- Words ,. may. through 
She wee of RE found in all our works , to the bonout 38 | 
Lord, and.#he- credit of - his precious,(-though deſpiſed) Truth, whic®ve are called 
$0 Witnefſe before the World, Now , that all may tend to the efleftyall convittt- 
on, yea, a ſpirituall converſion of thoſe that Would have our Names cut off- from: > 
the Earth ; We ſhall bear them upon the Wings of our prayers nto the preſense 
of the God of mercy, till the expefted coming of our great Lord Jeſus. 


Leith, this 24. John Pearſon = Robert Read. 
of the 11: Thomas Paull. George Walton, 
Benjame Heyling. John Wells, 


Month, 1654. 
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SINE CIOS 
To;the Right Honorable 
GENER ALL Moncx, 
Commander in Chief of all the Forces in. 
SCOTLAND. 4 
May it pleaſe, yiur Honeny, | | | Ly 
"J<;- #Hat good-hand of Providence' which called many 
- of us into the Armies, from the beginning of the: 
"ate Inteſtine Troubles, hath alſo ( to our comfort, 
p kept-us-hitherto free from thoſe works of darkneſs) | 
WE which tzod.to devilion and confuſion, both'in State 
C3 ahd Army. - | 
ut "I gy Therefore Wedeſire by this our humble Addreſs: 
0 vindicate our Integritie- (before Men and Angels ). from thoſe ca- 
lumnies larely caſt upon us ,* making: us the Authors of difſention and” 
diſturbance to thepublick-Peace,whien on the contrary.our Conſciences; . 
bear us witneHe , Thar our'weak endeavours haye been to promote the 
publick Intereſt, in the greateſt danger and hardſhips, to which alſo 
weave improved our portion in Heayen , by prayers and tears to 
him that was able'to ſave. And now at length we are ſo ſaved, that 
we are breughte( by acontinued ſeries of Providen: ,through.all the vi- 
ſible-difficalries of a twelve yearsWar)to a bleffed hype and expeRation 
of reaping a harveſt of Reſt and Peace. We are grieved, and cantior but 
"mourn to ſce that Raging ſpirit of Eninity in the hearts of men, bent to 
deſt:oy their Brethren. Some like Korah and his Companions.,labour- 
vg to turn the People from Obedience ro their Leaders , others by 
falfe ſurmiſes' and open reproaches , endeavouring ro exaſperate the 
ſpirits of Superiours againſt'their people, ſo that if these were 1ny Tn- 
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"enhanement a92inſt F4cob , or divination 192in | Iſrael, if men could 
have curſed where God bath bleſſed , they hadere this involved the 
Nations into blood again. And as no Age ( lince 1/r«els coming out of 

Egypt ) can parallel the great and weighty Works of God, for a poor 
deſpiſed people with this we live in, even ſo we are perſwaded) there 
was never more ſubtilties of Satan ( under ſpecious pretences of Reli- 
210n, Conſcience both in Ecclefiaſticks and. Pouliticks ) then this Age 
hath produced. Therefore we have cauſe to judge, that theſe late de- 
vices of ſome men, are but ney tricks of the Oid Deceiver, to ſubvert 
the foundations of good Governuient, and hinder an eſtabl:ſhed Liber- 
ty to Gods people;rhat in the midſt of our diviſions, he might more ea- 
fily ſtrengrhen his Own Kingdom \, and in time-bring yoke again upon 
the neck of Saints. 

But that which is our greateſt trouble in the mid{t of theſe ſtirs, is, 
to ſee that any who have profeſicd Godiinetle, or ary Member of our 
Body,ſhould give the lcaſt occaſion to be ſuſpeRed to joyn hands with 
Workers of Iniquitie, by whoſe miſ-carriage the honour of Chriſt, 
Religion, ard our ſelves lies obnoxious to the calumnies of fuch, who 
delight to render our Profeſſion: 0 lious, and wait for occaſion to ſay 
of us,as ſomernmes it was ſaid of. our betters , Theſe are they that 
turn the World up- fide down , charging us. with . defpiſing Domi- 
ions, and Speaking evil of Digniries , as if our defignes were to 
pull down others, that we might ſer up-our ſelves. 

Now, leſt our ſilence in this day of {lander ſhould ſeem to plead us 
gulty, we areprefſed in our Conſciences , Firſt from the deep ſenſe 
of che honor of God chat lies at Rake, and ſecondly out of Duty to his 
Hig::nefſe, your Honour , and all good men ..to (preſent this our 
humble ADDRESSE, toclear our Innocencie from thoſe un- 
juſt zſpeclions we are charged with, through the defe& of one ; we 
know no more in our ſocietie under ſuſpition of guilt in this 
macter; 

1.We Go therefore, as in the preſence of the ſearcher of hearts de- 
Clare, That we are altogether innocent and ignorant of any plotting,or 
contriving with any perſons whatſoever, in this defign ſpoken of, or in 
any other tending to diviſion in State or Army. 

2. We do diſf-own all ſuch (though our Brerhren) that were, or may 
be found Contrivers or Fomentors of any the foreſaid wicked devices, | 
and bear our teſtimony againſt ſuch,as great ſinners, -and as Enemies to 
the Publick Peace and welfare of the Nations. _ 3-We 


| 3+ Wedo declare hereby Freedom in owning the preſent Magitracte 

and Authoritie ſet over us by the -g00d Providence: of God, in the 
hands of ogy preſent Governors and Governor in Chief, to whom We 
' owe, not onely our Civil jubje& on for Conſcience ſake, bur alſo our 
prayers and ſupplications for a Blefling upon their righteous endeavors, 
and that at the end of their work , they may receive that Immortall 
Crown of Righteouſneſle as a Reward for all that.hath or ſhal be done 
by them,for God and his poor people» 

- q+ Seivg it is the deſign of our Encmy,to brand us as thoſe that would 
throw down others to ſet up our ſclves and Intereſts. We do here- 
by manifeſt 'uato your Honour, ſo to all the Wot:d , Thar it is neither 
our opinion or defire, that men of our judgement , or any other parti- 
© cularintereſt or fa&tion of men (ſo called ) ſhould be ſet up to Lord it 

over their differing Brethren , but count it a mercy that theres a curb 
upon each Intereſt ,and yet all have their Liberty; As for our parts, we 
lay no other claim to State Aﬀarrs, or great Places, then our Nationall 
Birthright, in a peaceable ſubjeRion ro the Power ſer over vs; our 

o]reateſt expeRed freedom being quiet'y to worſhip God , which free- 
| dom, we conceive is a fruit of the purchaſe of our dear Redeemer, in 
anſwer to prayers of many Generations, and a vine years conteſt, with 
tears and blood ; And in'this we are ;confident to have the favourable 
aſpects of his Highneſfſe the Lord Proreftor, your Honour, and all un- 
byafled Chriſtians : And,as for thoſe other expected good things for 
«6 Nations and ourſelves as partyzwe are taught by the husband-man 
that laboureth to wair with patience/y till the Lord cauſe the early and 
latter rains of heaven to water the hearts of Governours, and Gover- 
ned, that the fruits of Rightcouſneſſe;' Love, and Meckneſle may more 
abundantly appear in'a wiſe and*holy converſation 3 then will Magi- 
Ntrates be more apt to Rule}, a,d People more ready ro obey, and the 
Nation, more fit to receive thoſe mercies, which we fear their unwor- 
thincfle hinders. . _ | 

Ard now having freely opened our hearts, as in the preſence of the 

Almighty , we dare appeal from Heaven to Earth, and let our Enemies 
be our Judges ; yea, sf we have done this, if iniquity be in our hands, 
let the enemy tread down our lives upon the earth and lay our honour in 
the duſt ; but our defence is of God, Who [aveth the npright in heart. 
And we hope when your Honour has conſidered this our humble Ad- 


dreſle (wherein we minde only plainnefſe and truth meaſuring on 
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 - -.geavourtoanſwer; in all humble ſubmiſſion ro, your jult: Commands , 
E with earneſt Jefire, for a portion of heavenly; wiſdom toUire& you.in 
x -. gding;in; and out before fo great a;People. | Arid-if any think.we-plead 
£00 freely 1n our own cauſe, letthem bue conſider ; its matter 'of fact 
weare charged with, and they. will ſay, its lawfull for us to plead , nor 
guilty, and we defire the neceility of Union amongſt good men, ia this 
day {when diviſton 1s our Enemies greateſt ſtrength) may make our A- 
pologic, for this troubje ; there. being nothing - that ,will more-rejoyce 
-our hearts,,then to'fee the Loxds People.in the iNations and Army , to 
-joyne-hearts and hands with'theic Leadets to advance: the great Work 
of God, begun in our dayes: |. heirs HEEe 
Wherefore we hope, we ſhall nor ceaſe night and day ,beſeeching 
the grear-Shepherd of - 7/7 ae! ro give ynto/ his-poor ſcattered Flock,one 
heart tofear him, that they may-ſtand. faſt; inane ſpiric , with- one 
- minde, ſtriving together for the Faith of ' the Goſpel, that the beloved 
of his ſou! may be bur one $; Protetor, Parliament, - and People one; 
Generals, Commanders, 'Superiors, and Inferiors, {fearing God) to be 
all one, in, and for Chriſt,.and the promotion of his. Kingdom, in this 
World;. Then nught we afliredly-expeRt that the Lord would go-forth 
with our Army, that ihigglory would dwell in our Camps , and that he 
would delight in us to do us good, and ſtill uſe-us. as his poor Inſtru- 
menrsin the reſt of his:Work:; and: at length cauſe Righteouſneſle , 
Peace, Trurh, Love, Mecknefle, ahd Sweetneſle to. flow forth from Ru- 
ers to People, and People:to Rulers, iſo ſha)l all of; us have occaſion to 
. blefle God for ſuch Magiſtrates jj and they. to blefle God for -ſuch..a 
People, and both;:Rulers and People with joyot confent,will have abun- 
dantcauſe to praiſe theLord for his unſpeakable mercy.  * 
ene poo ei Signed 5x the Nawe,and by _ 
Joynt conſent of the Whole. 
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